(The end of 1848) Leaving the University of Humboldt. And they sit near the Brandenburg Gate.

Jacob : Wilhelm, are you working on anything at the moment?

Wilhelm : Yes. I´m working on my Old German language project and how´s your work going, Jacob?

Jacob : Ahh. Yes I've finally finished the history of the German language, although it wasn't as hard as the grammar ... remember that  took me 18 years to complete.

Wilhelm :  Yeah. How could I forget? I remember you working hard all those years, I hardly saw you except at mealtimes.

Jacob : Do you remember it also took us ages to compile all those stories for “Children and Household Tales”?

Wilhelm :  Yeah and do you remember all the people we spoke to on our travels … peasants, townspeople. .. 

Jacob : Yes, what hard work but nevertheless worth it. Luckily we could count so much on the help of Marie, remember Wilhelm.

Wilhelm :  Ahh yes, I remember now, Marie the French girl. (Thinking....) 

And after all that they want us to change the stories because they are too violent! 

Jacob : Well, I suppose we had better get started then, right?

Wilhelm : Ok. How about we start with “Sleeping Beauty”? 

Jacob : Ooh I have an idea. What about if there were 3 prince charmings instead of 1 and they fight amongst themselves  to wake her up with a kiss. 

Wilhelm :  Yeah sounds good and we will rename it “Snoring Beauty.”

SNORING  BEAUTY

Jacob : Ok, next one. “Cinderella”. What about if she also has three prince charmings?

Wilhelm :  No, no that's already been done. Let's make her fight over the shoe with her stepsisters when they are trying it on.

Jacob : Ok then and  let's call it “Cinderella versus the stepsisters”

CINDERELLA VERSUS THE STEPSISTERS
Wilhelm :  This isn't as hard as I thought and quite fun. What's next?

Jacob : Hansel and Gretel. …. I know !... the stepmother is in cohoots with witch to get rid of her stepchildren, but as all tales end well we can make Hansel and Gretel come out on top.

Wilhelm :  And the title will be “Operation: Destroy Hansel and Gretel”

OPERATION : DESTROY  HANSEL  AND GRETEL

Jacob : Ok, we're making good progress. Now, “Little Red Riding Hood.”

Wilhelm : I've just had an idea. The grandma is from the 21st Century and furthermore is involved with the hunter. 

Jacob :: (Begins to laugh) Great! We'll call it “Little Red Riding Hood & Co.”

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD & CO.
Wilhelm :  We don't have many more to go now. Now, “Rapunzel”

Jacob : And her twin!

Wilhelm :  What?! 

Jacob : Yes, Rapunzel and her evil twin.  

Wilhelm :  OK, let's hear it then...

RAPUNZEL  AND HER TWIN.
Jacob : And finally... we'll go back to the 21st century for this one with a stuck up Snow White and her wicked stepmother who wants to have the most friends on facebook, but in the end  her stepdaughter Snow White ends up being more popular. 

Wilhelm : With so much social networking there's going to be too many people, so I think we´ll have 3 dwarves instead of 7.

Jacob : Cool! And we'll name it “Snow White and the 3 Dwarves: The Super Modern Edition”

SNOW WHITE AND THE 3 DWARVES : THE SUPER MODERN EDITION.
Wilhelm :  Perhaps now we could work on a dictionary of the fairytales of today and tomorrow.

Jacob : No, I think we should do some more serious work now. I was thinking more along the lines of a dictionary of the German language. 

Wilhelm :  Now, that's something nobody's done yet!

